undoubtedly. Tuberculous meningitis is the disease which has first claim on streptomycin.
The usual lion-committal, if not actually pessimistic, remarks have lately given place to words of encouragement in America. ' In a case of tuberculous meningitis associated with miliary tuberculosis complete clinical arrest followed a long and intensive course of streptomycin therapy. The drug was well tolerated and there were no neurologic residua ' (Appelbaum and Halkin, 1947) . 'Streptomycin administered early in the course of tuberculous meningitis is /capable of arresting the process' (Mehas and Truat, 1947) .
The substance is an antibacterial agent produced by the mould actinomycete, Streptomyces {Actinomyces) griseus. It was first isolated and reported by Waksman three years ago (Waksman, 1944) . Occurring as a base (in contrast with penicillin which occurs as an acid) it is converted into a salt, sulphate* or hydrochloride. The salt is a white powder stabler than penicillin and its solution can be sterilized by heat (Wilson, 1947) . It lends itself to be referred to in terms of weight better than penicillin.
One gramme of pure streptomycin base equals 1,000,000 units and one microgramme, therefore, equals 1 unit (Editorial, 1947a (Sokhey; 1947, personal communication; Karamchandani and Rao, 1948 In its claim on the drug plague comes a good second, the pneumonic form of it being bracketed with tuberculous meningitis. The price is bound to come down and thanks to the stability of the compound may be some day as low as that of penicillin.
Reports on the use of streptomycin in tuberculosis were summarized some time ago (Editorial, 19476 (Brock, 1947) .
Urinary infections not controlled with sulphonamides and penicillin have been controlled with streptomycin.
Experimental syphilis in rabbits (Johnson and Adcock, 1947) , and penicillin resistant and sulphonamide resistant, specific and non-specific urethritis (Pulaski, 1947) have also been treated successfully with streptomycin.
Ocular infections of all kinds have also been treated successfully by local application and injection (Bellows and Farmer, 1947 
